
Season 2017-18 - The Emirates FA Cup Preliminary Round 

Slimbridge AFC v Cinderford Town 
Saturday, August 19th, 3.00pm 

Matchday programme £1.50 



Match	
  Day	
  
 

 
	
  

	
  
Slimbridge	
  AFC	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  welcome	
  

everyone	
  connected	
  with	
  Cinderford	
  Town	
  
to	
  Thornhill	
  Park	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

SLIMBRIDGE	
  AFC	
  
	
  
V	
  
	
  

CINDERFORD	
  TOWN	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

THE	
  EMIRATES	
  FA	
  CUP	
  PRELIMINARY	
  
ROUND	
  

	
  
SATURDAY	
  19TH	
  AUGUST	
  2017	
  

KICK	
  OFF	
  3.00PM	
  
	
  

 



Today’s	
  Teams	
  
 
Slimbridge	
  AFC	
  

(From)	
  
	
   Cinderford	
  Town	
  

(From)	
  
	
   	
   	
  

Ollie	
  Hall	
   1	
   Cameron	
  Clarke	
  
Sam	
  Turl	
   2	
   Josh	
  Nelmes	
  
Adam	
  Mace	
   3	
   Andy	
  Lewis	
  
Rich	
  Thwaite	
   4	
   Nick	
  Grimes	
  
Alex	
  Hoyle	
  ©	
   5	
   Daniel	
  Clare	
  
Kory	
  Pring	
   6	
   Isaac	
  Kelly	
  
Henry	
  Birkett	
   7	
   Nick	
  Humphreys	
  
Jack	
  Twyman	
   8	
   Sammie	
  Hicks	
  
Nathan	
  Payne	
   9	
   Jack	
  Alderdice	
  
Marley	
  Thomas	
   10	
   Liam	
  Angel	
  
Max	
  Harper-­‐Emerson	
   11	
   Matthew	
  Macdonald	
  
Joe	
  Stokes	
   12	
   Ben	
  Hands	
  
Dean	
  Turner	
   14	
   Blaine	
  Waugh	
  
Luke	
  Payne	
   15	
   Lewis	
  Ellis	
  
Joe	
  Wilton	
   16	
   Robbie	
  Atkinson	
  
Kieran	
  Squires	
   17	
   Callum	
  Mconie	
  
	
   	
   	
  

Managers:	
   	
   	
  
Freddy	
  Ward	
   	
   Paul	
  Michael	
  
Lee	
  Driver-­‐Dickerson	
   	
   Andrew	
  Smith	
  
	
   	
   	
  

Physios:	
   	
   	
  
Tony	
  Woodward	
   	
   TBC	
  
	
   	
   	
  

Referee:	
   	
   Assistants:	
  
Darren	
  Wilding	
   	
   Jack	
  Reed	
  
	
   	
   TBC	
  
 



Club	
  Chat	
  With	
  Tim	
  Blake	
  

 
Good	
  afternoon,	
  and	
  welcome	
  to	
  Thornhill	
  Park.	
  I’d	
  like	
  to	
  offer	
  a	
  warm	
  
welcome	
  to	
  players,	
  official	
  and	
  fans	
  from	
  our	
  visitors	
  from	
  Cirencester	
  
Town.	
  We	
  hope	
  you	
  enjoy	
  your	
  afternoon	
  with	
  us,	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  safe	
  
journey	
  back	
  home	
  later	
  on.	
  	
  
	
  
Well,	
  our	
  opening	
  game	
  at	
  Winterfield	
  Road	
  was	
  certainly	
  eventful!	
  We	
  
went	
  behind	
  to	
  a	
  stonewall	
  good	
  Rich	
  Thwaite	
  tackle	
  that	
  was	
  deemed	
  
a	
  penalty	
  by	
  Referee	
  Andy	
  Sheppard,	
  before	
  the	
  team	
  showed	
  a	
  level	
  of	
  
resilience	
  that	
  we	
  did	
  not	
  have	
  last	
  season,	
  with	
  Marley	
  Thomas	
  
coming	
  on	
  as	
  a	
  sub	
  to	
  notch	
  firstly	
  an	
  equaliser,	
  and	
  then	
  the	
  winning	
  
goal	
  in	
  the	
  matter	
  of	
  five	
  minutes.	
  The	
  bus	
  was	
  bouncing	
  on	
  the	
  way	
  
back,	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  great	
  result	
  and	
  a	
  great	
  way	
  to	
  start	
  the	
  new	
  season.	
  
Hopefully	
  we	
  will	
  have	
  carried	
  this	
  good	
  form	
  into	
  Wednesday’s	
  game	
  
against	
  Cirencester	
  Town..	
  
	
  
As	
  we	
  get	
  back	
  into	
  the	
  routine	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  season,	
  I	
  must	
  remind	
  that	
  
we	
  are	
  back	
  at	
  Thornhill	
  Park	
  on	
  Bank	
  Holiday	
  Monday,	
  when	
  
Shortwood	
  United	
  are	
  our	
  visitors	
  for	
  another	
  highly	
  anticipated	
  local	
  
derby	
  –	
  the	
  fixture	
  gods	
  have	
  definitely	
  been	
  good	
  to	
  us	
  in	
  providing	
  
local	
  games	
  in	
  August,	
  and	
  that	
  one	
  should	
  be	
  another	
  cracker.	
  	
  
	
  
A	
  reminder	
  again	
  that	
  Rob	
  Peck,	
  our	
  Website	
  Guru	
  has	
  worked	
  his	
  
wizardry,	
  and	
  all	
  our	
  matchday	
  programmes	
  this	
  season	
  will	
  be	
  
available	
  online	
  at	
  www.slimbridgeafc.co.uk.	
  A	
  lot	
  of	
  clubs	
  seem	
  to	
  be	
  
stopping	
  prining	
  on	
  matchdays	
  altogether	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  League	
  
directive,	
  however,	
  we	
  still	
  intend	
  to	
  publish	
  physical	
  copies	
  that	
  you	
  
can	
  buy	
  on	
  the	
  day	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  we	
  think	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  demand.	
  As	
  with	
  
all	
  these	
  things,	
  economics	
  come	
  into	
  it,	
  so	
  we	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  
that	
  when	
  we	
  print	
  programmes,	
  people	
  buy	
  them,	
  otherwise	
  we	
  may	
  
well	
  stop	
  printing	
  next	
  season	
  as	
  well.	
  It’s	
  over	
  to	
  you	
  folks!	
  
	
  
Hope	
  you	
  enjoy	
  the	
  game	
  this	
  afternoon	
  
	
  
Tim	
  
	
  
 



For latest football insights and offers, visit:

www.BigFreeBet.com

BigFreeBet.com is the proud sponsor of the 

2017/18 Southern League
Challenge Cup

#BigFreeBetCup
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The Mitre Delta - ready to make history again.

The Legend Returns
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NEW SUMMER COLLECTIONS
NOW IN STORE

Opening Hours:
Monday - Friday: 9am - 5.30pm
Saturday: 10am - 4pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays: 10am - 2pm

Canal Bank, Saul,
Gloucester. GL2 7LA
Telephone:
01452 741880

NEWIN!

Available in a variety of sizes in Fabric & leather

Available in a variety of sizes
in leather & fabric

4 way leather recliner suite
(Leg, Head, Back & Lumbar)



 
 
 
 

Dragon Alfa Cement 
The Cement Terminal 

Sharpness Docks 
Sharpness  

Gloucestershire 
GL13 9UX 

Telephone: (01453) 811587 
Fax: (01453) 811953 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
UNIT 29A UPPER MILLS ESTATE,  
STONEHOUSE, GL10 2BJ 
 
TEL: 01453 826010    
 
FAX: 01453 824208 
 
EMAIL: INFO@COLES-GROUP.CO.UK 
 
WWW.ELECTEST.CO.UK 

Prices from 69p per item 

 

Prices from £7.75 per circuit 

 

Prices from £250 per day 

 

Prices on application 



 

 

	
  
Visit	
  Our	
  Snack	
  Hut	
  by	
  the	
  Clubhouse	
  for	
  your	
  	
  

Hot	
  food	
  and	
  drink	
  today!	
  
	
  

Tea,	
  Coffee	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   £1.00	
  
Bovril,	
  Soup	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   £1.00	
  
Hot	
  Chocolate	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   £1.20	
  
Chips	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   £1.50	
  
Cheesy	
  Chips	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   £2.50	
  
Bacon	
  Roll	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   £2.00	
  
Burger	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   £2.50	
  
Sausage	
  and	
  Chips	
   	
   	
   	
   £3.00	
  
Cheese	
  Burger	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   £3.00	
  
Burger	
  and	
  Chips	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   £3.50	
  
Cheese	
  Burger	
  and	
  Chips	
   	
   	
   	
   £4.00	
  
	
  
SPECIALS	
  
Bacon	
  Cheese	
  Burger	
   	
   	
   	
   £3.00	
  
Kids	
  Meal	
  Deal:	
  

Hot	
  Dog	
  or	
  Burger	
  with	
  chips,	
  
plus	
  fruit	
  shoot	
   	
   	
   	
   £3.00	
  

	
  
Beer,	
  Lager,	
  Cider,	
  Soft	
  drinks,	
  Crisps,	
  Nuts	
  and	
  Chocolate	
  available	
  in	
  
the	
  clubhouse	
  
	
  

‘The	
  best	
  Bacon	
  Burgers	
  in	
  Gloucestershire’	
  (BBC	
  Radio	
  Gloucester)	
  

	
  
	
  

Predict	
  The	
  Score	
  
	
  

This	
  week’s	
  ‘Predict	
  The	
  Score’	
  Jackpot	
  is	
  
	
  

£550.	
  
	
  

For	
  a	
  pound	
  stake,	
  it’s	
  got	
  to	
  be	
  worth	
  a	
  shot!	
  
See	
  Jackie	
  behind	
  the	
  bar	
  or	
  John	
  Ashplant	
  for	
  your	
  ticket	
  

	
  



Swans on the Road! 
 
 

Saturday 26th August , 3.00pm – AFC Totton v Slimbridge – 
Testwood Stadium, Salisbury Road, Totton, Southampton, 
SO40 2RW 

From Exit 2 on the M27, take Salisbury Road (A36) to your 
destination 

 

 

 

 



Date 
 

Opponent   Res 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 14 15 Lge 
Pos 

12/08/17 Paulton Rovers A League 2-1 Hall Turl Mace Thwaite Hoyle L Payne Twyman Reeves* Stokes N Payne Wilton Harper-
Emerson 

Thomas 2 Turner 7 

16/08/17 Cirencester Town H League                 
19/08/17 Cinderford Town H FAC 1Q                 
26/08/17 AFC Totton A League                 
28/08/17 Shortwood United H League                 
09/09/17 Larkhall Athletic A League                 
16/09/17 North Leigh H League                 
23/09/17 Bristol Manor Farm H League                 
27/09/17 Kidlington A League                 
30/09/17 Mangotsfield United A League                 
07/10/17 Hartley Wintney H FAT 1                 
14/10/17 Salisbury H League                 
21/10/17 Barnstaple Town A League                 
25/10/17 Taunton Town  H League                 
04/11/17 Bishops Cleeve A League                 
11/11/17 Evesham United H League                 
15/11/17 Yate Town H League                 
18/11/17 Swindon S’Marine A League                 
25/11/17 Wimborne Town  H League                 
28/11/17 Bideford A League                 
02/12/17 Didcot Town A League                 
09/12/17 Winchester City H League                 
16/12/17 Cirencester Town A League                 
23/12/17 Paulton Rovers H League                 
26/12/17 Shortwood United A League                 
01/01/18 Cinderford Town H League                 
06/01/18 North Leigh A League                 
13/01/18 AFC Totton H League                 
20/01/18 Evesham United A League                 
27/01/18 Bishops Cleeve H League                 
03/02/18 Bristol Manor Farm A League                 
10/02/18 Kidlington H League                 
17/02/18 Salisbury A League                 
24/02/17 Mangotsfield United H League                 
03/03/18 Taunton Town A League                 
10/03/18 Barnstaple Town H League                 
17/03/18 Winchester City A League                 
24/03/18 Didcot Town H League                 
31/03/18 Larkhall Athletic H League                 
02/04/18 Cinderford Town A League                 
07/04/18 Swindon S’Marine H League                 
14/04/18 Yate Town A League                 
21/04/18 Bideford H League                 
28/04/18 Wimborne Town A League                 
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

 

Next First Team Game at Thornhill Park – vs Shortwood United, 28th August 2017, 3.00pm 
 



Slimbridge AFC wish to thank 

StroudPrint for the production 

of our programme this season

Shor t-run pr int  spec ia l i s ts

Units 8 & 9 Stroud Enterprise Centre, Lightpill, Stroud GL5 3NL

01453 764251
info@stroudprint.co.uk

www.stroudprint.co.uk
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Our	
  Visitors	
  Today	
  
	
  
Cinderford	
  Town	
  was	
  formed	
  in	
  1922	
  and	
  played	
  in	
  
the	
  Gloucester	
  Northern	
  Senior	
  League	
  until	
  1939.	
  In	
  that	
  
year	
  they	
  joined	
  the	
  newly	
  formed	
  Bristol	
  Charity	
  League	
  
but	
  this	
  league	
  folded	
  two	
  weeks	
  later	
  at	
  the	
  outbreak	
  
of	
  World	
  War	
  II.	
  In	
  1957	
  they	
  won	
  the	
  title	
  but	
  the	
  two	
  
seasons	
  they	
  spent	
  in	
  the	
  top	
  flight	
  put	
  severe	
  financial	
  
pressure	
  on	
  the	
  club,	
  who	
  were	
  forced	
  to	
  withdraw	
  and	
  
return	
  to	
  the	
  Gloucester	
  Northern	
  	
  	
  Senior	
  League	
  
Three	
  years	
  later	
  the	
  club	
  made	
  the	
  unusual	
  decision	
  to	
  join	
  
the	
  Warwickshire	
  Combination	
  and	
  won	
  a	
  league	
  and	
  cup	
  
double	
  in	
  1964,	
  which	
  saw	
  them	
  step	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  West	
  
Midlands	
  (Regional)	
  League.	
  
	
  
Cinderford	
  returned	
  to	
  play	
  in	
  the	
  newly	
  
formed	
  Gloucestershire	
  County	
  League	
  for	
  the	
  1969–70	
  
season	
  and	
  stayed	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  five	
  years,	
  finishing	
  as	
  
runners-­‐up	
  on	
  three	
  occasions,	
  but	
  again	
  sought	
  a	
  higher	
  
standard	
  of	
  football	
  and	
  were	
  accepted	
  into	
  the	
  Midland	
  
Football	
  Combination.	
  Town	
  played	
  in	
  this	
  League	
  for	
  the	
  
next	
  10	
  seasons,	
  achieving	
  a	
  best	
  finish	
  of	
  4th,	
  before	
  being	
  
forced	
  to	
  withdraw	
  and	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  Gloucestershire	
  
County	
  League	
  after	
  more	
  financial	
  problems.	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  1990–91	
  season	
  the	
  club	
  gained	
  admission	
  to	
  
the	
  Hellenic	
  League,	
  initially	
  in	
  Division	
  One,	
  where	
  they	
  
won	
  the	
  league	
  championship	
  at	
  the	
  first	
  attempt.	
  Four	
  
years	
  later	
  the	
  club	
  claimed	
  the	
  Premier	
  Division	
  title	
  and	
  
stepped	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  Southern	
  League,	
  where	
  they	
  remain	
  to	
  
this	
  day.	
  
	
  	
  



Our	
  Visitors	
  Today	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  2015-­‐16	
  season,	
  they	
  were	
  champions	
  of	
  the	
  
Southern	
  League	
  Division	
  One	
  South	
  &	
  West	
  but	
  initially	
  
rejected	
  promotion	
  on	
  financial	
  grounds.	
  	
  
	
  
However	
  they	
  were	
  forced	
  to	
  accept	
  promotion,	
  in	
  June	
  
2016,	
  following	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  appeals	
  which	
  affected	
  the	
  
constitution	
  of	
  the	
  Southern	
  League	
  heading	
  into	
  the	
  new	
  
season.	
  They	
  took	
  up	
  their	
  place	
  in	
  the	
  Southern	
  Premier	
  
Division	
  in	
  the	
  2016-­‐17	
  season.	
  
	
  
Following	
  relegation,	
  the	
  club	
  are	
  back	
  in	
  the	
  Evo-­‐Stil	
  
League	
  South,	
  West	
  
	
  

                    	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



ENGLAND’S FINAL HOME 2018 FIFA WORLD CUP RUSSIA™ QUALIFIERS

ENGLAND v SLOVAKIA
MONDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2017

WEMBLEY STADIUM CONNECTED BY EE

ENGLAND v SLOVENIA
THURSDAY 5 OCTOBER 2017

WEMBLEY STADIUM CONNECTED BY EE

CHEER ON ENGLAND AS THEY PUSH FOR QUALIFICATION
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW FROM £20 ADULTS and £10 KIDS

BUY YOURS FROM THEFA.COM/TICKETS�



2019 UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFIER

ENGLAND v LATVIA
TUESDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 2017, AFC BOURNEMOUTH

ENGLAND v SCOTLAND
FRIDAY 6 OCTOBER 2017, MIDDLESBROUGH FC

ADULTS £10 CONCESSIONS £5

#YOUNGLIONS

BUY NOW: THEFA.COM/TICKETS



Freddy	
  on	
  the	
  new	
  season	
  
 
 
Swans’ Manager Freddy Ward is delighted with a pre-season 
campaign that saw Slimbridge win four of their six pre-season 
games, although he has warned against anyone getting carried 
away ahead of Slimbridge’s third Southern League season – ‘The 
slate has been wiped clean now (ahead of the start of the new 
season), so let’s hope we have a similar set of results after six 
League games!’ 
 
Ward admitted that he was pleased with the progress his young 
side was making. ‘It’s looking very promising – we had a couple 
of really good tests, which we coped with well, and I’m hoping it 
bodes well for the season ahead.’ 
 
‘When we press as a team, and break at pace, we’ll certainly cause 
most teams problems. We’re working hard to give the players the 
confidence to pass the ball with belief and confidence, and results 
have been very pleasing so far.’ 
 
With a large influx of new players into the squad ahead of the new 
campaign, how the new arrivals settled into the team would be 
very important, and again, Ward is pleased with results so far.  
‘The new lads haven’t looked out of place, and with hopefully a 
couple more additions in the next couple of weeks, I’ll be very 
happy with the squad I have!’ 
 
The other big change at the club in close season has been the 
arrival of Lee Driver-Dickerson as Ward’s Assistant Manager, and 
Ward is full of praise for his new Assistant – ‘Dickers coming in to 
help me has been a blessing – I can’t praise him enough. As I was 
hoping when I asked him to join the club, he is just what both I and 
the boys needed.’ 



Today’s	
  Fixtures	
  
	
  
Saturday	
  19th	
  August	
  

	
  
Emirates	
  FA	
  Cup	
  Preliminary	
  Round:	
  (Selected	
  Ties)	
  
	
  
Slimbridge	
  AFC	
  v	
  Cinderford	
  Town	
  
Colney	
  Heath	
  v	
  Shortwood	
  United	
  
Swindon	
  Supermarine	
  v	
  Northwood	
  
Chipping	
  Sodbury	
  Town	
  v	
  Bishops	
  Cleeve	
  
Aylesbury	
  v	
  Cirencester	
  Town	
  
Highmoor	
  Ibis	
  v	
  North	
  Leigh	
  
Bracknell	
  Town	
  v	
  Winchester	
  City	
  
Fleet	
  Town	
  v	
  AFC	
  Totton	
  
Andover	
  Town	
  v	
  Wimborne	
  Town	
  
Salisbury	
  v	
  Fareham	
  Town	
  
Portland	
  United	
  v	
  Paulton	
  Rovers	
  
Barnstaple	
  Town	
  v	
  Clevedon	
  Town	
  
Bideford	
  AFC	
  v	
  Wells	
  City	
  
Cadbury	
  Heath	
  v	
  Yate	
  Town	
  
Bridgwater	
  Town	
  v	
  Brislington	
  
Willand	
  Rovers	
  v	
  Bristol	
  Manor	
  Farm	
  
Odd	
  Down	
  v	
  Mangotsfield	
  United	
  
Taunton	
  Town	
  v	
  Larkhall	
  Athletic	
  
Bridport	
  v	
  Street	
  
	
  



You	
  can	
  never	
  look…	
  
 

….as	
  cool	
  as	
  Rob	
  and	
  Al,	
  but	
  you	
  can	
  try!	
  
	
  
Swans	
  Merchandise	
  available	
  –	
  ask	
  
behind	
  the	
  bar	
  	
  
	
  
Scarves	
  £10	
  
	
  
Baseball	
  Caps	
  £10	
  
	
  
Beanie	
  Hats	
  £10	
  
	
  
Mugs	
  £5	
  
	
  
Pin	
  Badges	
  £3	
  

	
  
 

 

 



Programmes	
  for	
  the	
  	
  
2017-­‐18	
  Season	
  

 
The	
  Evo-­‐Stik	
  Southern	
  League	
  has	
  this	
  season	
  
made	
  the	
  decision	
  that	
  programmes	
  can	
  
either	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  by	
  home	
  clubs	
  in	
  the	
  
tradition	
  printed	
  format,	
  or	
  alternatively	
  as	
  an	
  
electronic	
  download	
  from	
  the	
  club	
  website.	
  	
  
	
  
Therefore,	
  we	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  selling	
  printed	
  
programmes	
  for	
  all	
  home	
  games	
  this	
  season.	
  
Games	
  where	
  we	
  feel	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  low	
  
demand	
  will	
  only	
  be	
  available	
  this	
  season	
  in	
  
their	
  online	
  version.	
  
	
  
However,	
  all	
  programmes	
  will	
  be	
  uploaded	
  to	
  
our	
  website	
  (whether	
  we	
  physically	
  print	
  or	
  
not),	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  available	
  24	
  hours	
  before	
  the	
  
game	
  from	
  www.slimbridgeafc.co.uk	
  
 

 



Match	
  Report	
  
	
  
Paulton	
  Rovers	
  1-­‐2	
  Slimbridge	
  AFC	
  
	
  
The	
  Swans	
  returned	
  from	
  Winterfield	
  Road	
  with	
  three	
  points	
  after	
  
a	
  feisty	
  encounter.	
  The	
  hosts	
  took	
  the	
  lead	
  just	
  before	
  the	
  break	
  
with	
  a	
  disputed	
  penalty,	
  but	
  two	
  goals	
  in	
  five	
  minutes	
  from	
  
Slimbridge	
  substitute	
  Marley	
  Thomas	
  secured	
  the	
  win	
  for	
  the	
  
visitors.	
  	
  
	
  
Both	
  sides	
  began	
  the	
  game	
  well,	
  and	
  there	
  were	
  two	
  good	
  
chances	
  at	
  either	
  end	
  -­‐	
  James	
  Byrne	
  shot	
  wide	
  for	
  Paulton,	
  and	
  
Rich	
  Thwaite	
  had	
  an	
  effort	
  blocked	
  for	
  the	
  Swans.	
  
	
  
Slimbridge	
  had	
  a	
  good	
  opportunity	
  to	
  open	
  the	
  scoring	
  on	
  14	
  
minutes,	
  when	
  Thwaite	
  was	
  fouled	
  on	
  the	
  edge	
  of	
  the	
  Paulton	
  
box	
  -­‐	
  Adam	
  Mace’s	
  free	
  kick	
  was	
  saved	
  by	
  Paulton	
  Keeper	
  Kieran	
  
Hodges,	
  and	
  Nathan	
  Payne’s	
  attempted	
  follow	
  up	
  was	
  ruled	
  out	
  
by	
  the	
  offside	
  flag.	
  	
  
	
  
Paulton	
  hit	
  back	
  strongly,	
  and	
  Slimbridge	
  had	
  Ollie	
  Hall’s	
  point	
  
blank	
  stop	
  and	
  Thwaite’s	
  subsequent	
  goalline	
  clearance	
  to	
  thank	
  
for	
  keeping	
  the	
  scores	
  level	
  before	
  Byrne	
  blasted	
  way	
  too	
  high	
  for	
  
the	
  home	
  side	
  in	
  a	
  dangerous	
  passage	
  of	
  play.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  the	
  game	
  ebbed	
  and	
  flowed,	
  Joe	
  Wilton	
  was	
  unlucky	
  at	
  the	
  
other	
  end	
  after	
  good	
  work	
  from	
  Harrison	
  Reeves,	
  before	
  Hall	
  and	
  
Thwaite	
  again	
  combined	
  to	
  keep	
  Paulton	
  out	
  -­‐	
  this	
  time	
  to	
  stop	
  
Dave	
  Sims’	
  effort.	
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With	
  seven	
  minutes	
  remaining	
  in	
  the	
  half	
  Thwaite	
  was	
  penalised	
  
for	
  a	
  tackle	
  on	
  Sims	
  in	
  the	
  Paulton	
  box,	
  although	
  the	
  Swans	
  man	
  
appeared	
  to	
  make	
  clean	
  contact	
  with	
  the	
  ball.	
  After	
  consulting	
  
with	
  his	
  Linesman,	
  Referee	
  Andy	
  Sheppard	
  confirmed	
  his	
  decision	
  
as	
  a	
  penalty,	
  and	
  Bryne’s	
  shot	
  just	
  evaded	
  Hall,	
  going	
  in	
  off	
  the	
  
crossbar	
  to	
  put	
  the	
  hosts	
  ahead	
  at	
  the	
  break.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Swans	
  got	
  the	
  leveller	
  their	
  play	
  deserved	
  on	
  76	
  minutes,	
  
when	
  Sam	
  Turl’s	
  great	
  work	
  down	
  the	
  right	
  saw	
  him	
  feed	
  Stokes	
  -­‐	
  
his	
  cross	
  was	
  drilled	
  home	
  by	
  Marley	
  Thomas	
  to	
  even	
  things	
  up.	
  	
  
	
  
Slimbridge	
  again	
  went	
  close	
  three	
  minutes	
  later,	
  when	
  Thwaite	
  
just	
  missed	
  Harper-­‐Emerson’s	
  dangerous	
  cross,	
  but,	
  two	
  minutes	
  
later,	
  Thomas	
  was	
  again	
  on	
  hand	
  to	
  follow	
  up	
  a	
  saved	
  Harper-­‐
Emerson	
  shot	
  and	
  put	
  the	
  visitors	
  ahead.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  the	
  game	
  went	
  into	
  stoppage	
  time,	
  Thomas’	
  effort	
  was	
  
deflected	
  for	
  a	
  corner	
  as	
  he	
  chased	
  his	
  Hat-­‐Trick,	
  and	
  Paulton	
  
Captain	
  Dale	
  Evans	
  was	
  way	
  too	
  high	
  with	
  a	
  94th	
  minute	
  effort,	
  
before	
  the	
  whistle	
  blew	
  on	
  a	
  very	
  tight	
  and	
  entertaining	
  
encounter.	
  
	
  
Team:	
  Hall,	
  Turl,	
  Mace,	
  Thwaite,	
  Hoyle,	
  Luke	
  Payne,	
  Twyman,	
  
Reeves	
  (Turner	
  79),	
  Stokes,	
  Nathan	
  Payne	
  (Harper-­‐Emerson	
  59),	
  
Wilton	
  (Thomas	
  60).	
  Subs	
  not	
  used:	
  Pring,	
  Squires	
  
	
  
Supporters	
  Man	
  of	
  the	
  Match:	
  Harrison	
  Reeves	
  


